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As a global company  

with a diverse and  

creative workforce,  

we applaud the work  

of the American  

Immigration Council  

in promoting an  

immigration system  

that preserves the 

cultural richness of our 

immigrant nation.

We join the Council in  

congratulating the 2013  

American Heritage 

Award honorees.Microsoft  celebrates 
the contributions of  
the LGBT immigrant 
community

Anthony Sullivan and  
the late Richard Adams

Jose Antonio Vargas

Staceyann Chin
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[  Program  ]

American Heritage Awards

June 28th, 2013

Opening Reception

Welcoming Remarks

Awards Presentation

Closing Remarks

Honoring

Staceyann Chin
Spoken Word Poet

Anthony Sullivan & 
Richard Adams  
(posthumous)
Gay & Immigrant 
Rights Advocates

 Jose 
Antonio Vargas

Journalist

Erin Stark
Entai Elementary School

Bellevue, Washington

Special thanks to Betty Sullivan with Betty’s List, 
and the Bay Times for their in-kind advertising.
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Co-Title Sponsors

LawLogix
Microsoft

Statue of Liberty

AILA South Florida Chapter

Champion

AILA New England Chapter
Alliance of Business Immigration Lawyers (ABIL)

AILA Central Florida Chapter
AILA Chicago Chapter

AILA Northern California Chapter
Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen and Loewy, LLP

AILA Washington, DC Chapter
Zulkie Partners, LLC

Benefactor

AILA Michigan Chapter
AILA Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico Chapter

AILA New York Chapter
Eleanor and Bob Juceam

LexisNexis
Berry, Appleman & Leiden LLP

Jackson & Hertogs LLP

Sponsor

AILA Carolinas Chapter
AILA Georgia-Alabama Chapter 
AILA Missouri Kansas Chapter

AILA Ohio Chapter
AILA New Jersey Chapter

AILA Santa Clara Valley Chapter
Barst, Mukamal, & Kleiner LLP

Sheela Murthy and the Murthy Law Firm
Craig E. Miley & Sarah Z. Brown of Miley & Bown, P.C.

Howard S. Myers, III - Myers Thompson

Patron

AILA Arizona Chapter 
AILA Philadelphia Chapter

AILA Colorado Chapter
AILA Iowa Nebraska Chapter

AILA Oregon Chapter
Minette A. Kwok, Minami Tamaki LLP

Porter Wright
Weaver Schlenger Mazel LLP

Masliah & Soloway, PC.
ASG Immigration

Sustainer

AILA Utah Chapter
AILA MidSouth Chapter

AILA Hawaii Chapter
AILA San Diego Chapter

Ivener & Fullmer LLP
Peter Ashman

Ally Bolour
Evaluation Service, Inc.—Nancy Katz, Director

Marcia N. Needleman, Esq. —Levitt & Needleman, P.C.
Amy Peck

Denyse Sabagh, Esq.
Dale Schwartz

The Law Offices of Carl Shusterman
Ian Wagreich

Maria Baldini-Potermin & Associates, P.C.
Donald Jay Wolfson/Wormser, Kiely, Galef & Jacobs LLP

McCown & Evans LLP 

Supporter

Benach Ragland
Douglas Penn

Larrabee Mehlman Albi & Coker LLP
Bonnie Gibson

Shahpour (Shawn) M. Matloob—Matloob Law Office
K. Alexandra Monaco

Paul Parsons

[  2013 Benefit Sponsors  ] [  2013 Benefit Sponsors  ]
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[  About the American Immigration Council  ]

More than 25 years ago, a group of dedicated AILA leaders came together 

to create a partner organization that would enhance the power and reach of the 
immigration bar. Through their leadership and vision, the American Immigration Council 
(formerly the American Immigration Law Foundation) was created in 1987 as a 501(c)(3),  

not-for-profit charitable organization. The Immigration Council was established to pursue 

work that is important to the AILA community, but outside of the primary focus of 

the association itself. The early work of the Immigration Council reflected two tracks: 

challenging the misapplication or misinterpretation of immigration laws, and educating 

the public about the enduring contributions of immigrants.

Over the years, the Immigration Council has grown and expanded to become 

a powerful voice in promoting laws, policies, and attitudes that preserve our proud 

history as a nation of immigrants. Through research and policy analysis, legal education 

and litigation, educational outreach and international exchange, the Immigration 
Council seeks to help shape a 21st century vision of American immigration.

Today, the Immigration Council connects AILA members with a broader 
community of people and organizations that share our mission and vision. Since 

our founding we have gone from having an impact in the courthouse to the schoolhouse, 

the state-house, and now the Capitol. The attorneys who serve the immigrant 

community are the foundation on which the Immigration Council was built, and will 

always help guide and support our work.  

Together with AILA, the Immigration Council will continue to honor the 

enduring contributions of America’s immigrants, protect fundamental constitutional 

and human rights, and promote sensible and humane immigration policies that reflect 

American values.

 

AILA South Florida Chapter
joins the American 

Immigration Council in 
saluting tonight’s honorees 

and the many contributions of 
Immigrants 
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[  Council Leadership  ]

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Paul L. Zulkie, President
Robert E. Juceam, Secretary
Warren R. Leiden, Treasurer

Laura Lichter (2014)
Eleanor Pelta (2013)
Doug Stump (2015)

Robert Cohen
Benjamin E. Johnson

Crystal William

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Robert Cohen, Chair (2014)
Lori Chesser, Vice Chair (2014)
Peter Ashman (2013)
Ally Bolour (2013)
Anne Chandler (2013)
Rashid Chotani (2013)
Dino De Concini (2015)
Mo Goldman (2014)
Lucas Guttentag (2014)
Doug Hauer (2014)
Mario Hernandez (2014)
Matthew I. Hirsch (2013)
Loan T. Huynh (2013)

AMBASSADORS

BAL proudly supports the AMERICAN IMMIGRATION COUNCIL 

2013 AMERICAN HERITAGE AWARDS

Congratulations to this year’s honorees:

Jose Antonio Vargas  |  Anthony Sullivan & Richard Adams  |  Stacyann Chin

Passion. Knowledge. Results.

 Austin, Tex. 
Dallas 
Geneva 
Houston 

London 
McLean, Va. 
Rio de Janeiro 
San Francisco 

São Paulo 
Singapore 
Sydney 
Washington D.C. 

 

www.balglobal.com  
 

Non-U.S. offices are operated by affiliated entities in those countries. See website for details. 
  

 

Arizona  Andrew Shackelford
Canada  Julie Herzog
Carolinas  Jorgelina Araneda
Central Florida  Arturo R. Rios
Chicago  Mercedes Badia Tades & Riddhi Jani
Colorado Cindy Dang
Connecticut  Eric Fleischmann
Georgia-Alabama  Sarah Hawk
Hawaii  Ruth Oh
Indiana  Megan J. Kight
Iowa/Nebraska  VACANT
London  Kehrela Hodkinson
Michigan  David Wenger
Mid-South  VACANT
Minnesota/Dakotas  VACANT
Missouri/Kansas  Rekha Sharma-Crawford
Nevada  VACANT
New England  Carlos Estrada

Lisa Koenig (2014)
Minette Kwok (2015)
Nolo Martinez (2014)
Noemi Masliah (2015)
Zachary Nightingale (2015)
Amy Peck (2015)
Ana Cristina Reymundo (2015)
David Rousseau (2015)
Marcine Seid (2015)
F. Daniel Siciliano (2014)
Lydia Tamez (2013)
Ian Wagreich (2014)
Drew Wilson (2013)

New Jersey  Allan Pollack
New York  Batya Schwartz Ehrens 
Northern California  Stephanie Corinna Smith
Ohio  VACANT
Oregon  Jennifer M. Rotman
Philadelphia  CJ Lyford
Pittsburgh  Mark T. Knapp
Puerto Rico  VACANT
San Diego  Diana Vellos Coker
Santa Clara Valley  VACANT
Southern California  John Manley
Southern Florida  Florence Chamberlin
Texas/New Mexico/Oklahoma  Richard A. 

Gump, Jr.
Upstate New York  VACANT
Utah  J. Shawn Foster
Washington State  Joy Gonzalez
Washington, DC  Denise Hammond
Wisconsin  Eric Straub

 

The AILA Carolinas Chapter 
Proudly Supports the  

American Immigration Council  
and its outstanding work 
on behalf of immigrants 
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[  Council Leadership  ]

2013 ANNUAL BENEFIT COMMITTEE

Peter L. Ashman
Ally Bolour

Loan T. Huynh
Minette A. Kwok
Noemi E. Masliah

Shahpour (Shawn) Matloob
Kelly McCown
Dan. Siciliano

Stephanie Corinna Smith
Paul L. Zulkie

COUNCIL STAFF

Amanda Peterson Beadle, Research and Communications Associate
Guillermo Cantor, Senior Research Analyst

Emily Creighton, Staff Attorney
Melissa Crow, LAC Director

Walter Ewing, Senior Research Associate
Wendy Feliz, Communications Director

Seth Garfinkel, Legal Assistant
Mary Giovagnoli, IPC Director

Amy Grenier, Research and Administrative Assistant
Tammie Harrison, Senior Program Specialist

Matthew Hershberger, Communications & Research Associate
Megan Hess, Fundraising and Development Manager

Benjamin E. Johnson, Executive Director
Mary A. Kenney, Senior Staff Attorney

Matthew Kolodziej, Legal Fellow
Wilma Linares, Finance & Operations Director

Kristin MacLeod Ball, Yale Law School Legal Fellow
Lois C. Magee, IEC Director

Paul McDaniel, Immigrant Entrepreneur and Innovation Fellow
Jai Misra, Program Specialist

Anh Ngo, Fundraising & Finance Assistant
Patrick Taurel, DACA Legal Services Fellow

Claire Tesh, Senior Project Manager
Moksheda Thapa, Program Specialist
Beth Werlin, LAC Deputy Director

Follow us!

Facebook: www.Facebook.com/AmericanImmigrationCouncil
Twitter: www.twitter.com/ImmCouncil
Immigration Blog: www.ImmigrationImpact.com
Sign Up for E-mails: www.AmericanImmigrationCouncil.org 

A global association of leading immigration
lawyers salutes AIC for its ongoing commitment
to assisting immigrants and celebrating their
many contributions to America.

ABIL LAwyers:
Enrique Arellano  Jacqueline Bart  Bernard Caris  Maria Celebi   Francis Chin
Eugene Chow  Steven Clark  Arnold Conyer  Laura Danielson  Laura Devine

Rami Fakhoury  Bryan Funai  Steve Garfinkel  Avi Gomberg  Kehrela Hodkinson
Kenneth Ing  Mark Ivener  H. Ronald Klasko  Jelle Kroes  Charles Kuck
Robert Loughran  Gunther Mävers  Marco Mazzeschi  Sharon Mehlman
Cyrus Mehta  John Nahajzer  Ariel Orrego-Villacorta  Angelo Paparelli
Julie Pearl  Linda Rahal  William Reich  Nicolas Rollason  Karl Waheed

Chris Watters  Bernard Wolfsdorf  Stephen Yale-Loehr

With contributions from:

www.ABIL.com  •  admin@ABIL.com
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[  5th Grade Creative Writing Contest Winner  ]

Congratulations Grand Prize Winner:  
Erin Stark of Seattle, Washington! 

Second Place Winner:  
Julianne Capp of Las Vegas, Nevada

Third Place Winner:  
Helen Agee of Dallas, Texas

Honorable Mentions:  
Emma LaTendresse of Portland, Oregon  

and Jeffrey Phong of Los Angeles California 

Thank you to all chapter coordinators, volunteers and judges  
for helping to make the 16th Annual “Celebrate America” Creative 

Writing Contest a success. Also a huge thank you to our participating 
schools, teachers, parents and all of the 5th graders who  

submitted entries to our contest.

Chapter Coordinators: Karin Tolgu,Kelsey O’Keefe, Kelley Chenhalls, 
Nicole Black, Kimberley Best Robidoux, Linda Schweitzer, Nicole 
Abramowitz Weber, Tala Hartsough, Rebecca Freeman, Jinhee Wilde, 
Florence Chamberlain, Tejas Shah, Lalita Haran, Ann Naffier, Joel 
Wisniewski, Kathy Moccio, Sarah Solz Brenes, Margo Chernysheva, Julie 
Galvin, Sara Ward, Briana Isminger, Angie Garasia, Melina La Morticella, 
Greg Eck, Avalyn Langemeir, Robert F. Loughran, Silvia Graves,  
Joe DeMott, Margaret Pascual 

Second Round Judges: Annie Wang, Jai Misra, Elliot Roper, Cynthia 
McCartan, Magda Montiel Davis

Celebrity Judges: Edwidge Danticat, Gerda Weissman Klein, Henry Cejudo  
and Sonia Pressman Fuentes

“What Would You Miss About Immigrants, If They Didn’t Come to America?”

Would you miss the food?
The potstickers, sushi and dumplings,
Pizza, spaghetti, curry or crepes?
Just think about it for a minute or two,
Could you survive eating fish at every meal? Could you?
Immigrants are coming every day,
Variety is what they bring with them in every way.

Would you miss the holidays?
Day of the Dead, and Chinese New Year
Hannukah, Kwanzaa, and Ramadan too?
Why did the Christians travel the distance,
Was it to share their beliefs and Christmas?
Immigrants are coming every day,
Variety is what they bring with them in every way.

Would you miss their art,
Painting, literature, and music.
Plays, sculpture, and design?
Life would be dull without art,
People might become sad and would get broken hearts.
Immigrants are coming every day,
Variety is what they bring with them in every way.

Would you miss the things they made?
Railroads, canals, communities, and skyscrapers,
Schoolhouses, highways, churches, and businesses?
What would kids do without schools?
We might turn into fools!
Immigrants are coming every day,
Variety is what they bring with them in every way.

Immigrants are coming every day.
They bring recipes, celebrations, talents, and skills.
Variety is what they bring with them in every way.
USA would be bland without immigrants,
Now our nation is colorful and the joy is infinite.

Erin Stark
Entai Elementary School
Bellevue, Washington
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[  Honoree Biographies  ]

Richard Adams and Anthony 
“Tony” Sullivan are trailblazers 
in the LGBT immigrant rights 
community. In 1975, thanks to one 
courageous county clerk in Boulder, 
Colorado, Richard and Tony were one of six 
couples to be legally married in the state. 
Because Tony was an Australian citizen, 
Richard filed for resident status based on 
their marriage. But an official letter from the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS) stated their petition was denied because they “failed to establish that 
a bona fide marital relationship can exist between two faggots.” The couple then 
sued to prevent Tony’s deportation in 1979, resulting in the first federal lawsuit 
seeking equal treatment for a same-sex marriage in U.S. history. 

The federal district judge upheld the INS decision and they also lost their appeals. 
They later filed a second suit arguing that Sullivan’s deportation after the couple 
had been together for 8 years constituted “extreme hardship.” The U.S. 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals rejected their claims, making it possible for Sullivan to be 
deported. Following that loss, and with no place to go, they traveled the world for 
almost a year, but after missing family and friends, returned to the U.S. to live under 
the radar. 

After years of living quietly, they bravely decided to appear at rallies and speak out 
in support of same-sex marriage. They risked Anthony’s deportation, but both 
believed that taking a stand was worth it. On December 17, 2012, Richard Adams 
died after a short illness. He will always be remembered as a loving partner and an 
inspiring activist. 

Today, Anthony Sullivan lives in California and continues to be an outspoken 
supporter of the LGBT immigration movement.

Anthony Sullivan and Richard Adams

limitedpartnershipmovie.com
for more information:

We would like to congratulate Richard 
Adams and Tony Sullivan, who have been 
courageously fighting for immigration 
and marriage equality for over 40 years. 

Thank you for allowing us to share your 
inspiring story in our upcoming 
documentary, Limited Partnership.

 “You have failed to establish 
that a bona fide marital 
relationship can exist between 
two faggots.”

- INS, Nov. 24, 1975

Petition for 
citizenship 
denied. 
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Staceyann Chin is a fulltime 
mother, writer, performer, and 
activist. Chin has become known for 
documenting her abusive childhood in Jamaica 
and her life as a Jamaican, lesbian immigrant in 
her critically acclaimed memoir, The Other Side 
of Paradise.

After coming out in Jamaica, Chin faced 
discrimination and threats of violence. Despite 
this, she excelled in school but was eventually 
faced with the decision to stay in Jamaica or live 
her life openly in a foreign country. She chose to 
seek asylum in the United States and now lives in 
Brooklyn, New York.

Widely known as co-writer and original performer in the Tony award winning, 
Russell Simmons Def Poetry Jam on Broadway, she performs at the Nuyorican 
Poets’ Café and in one-woman shows off-Broadway and around the globe. She 
also conducts writing-workshops around the world in which she pays particular 
attention to sexual violence. Chin encourages those women to look at the work 
together, to share experiences and, feelings about the work—then she helps them  
to make art out of their tragedy.

Chin’s recent public writings about her foray into single-motherhood through 
in-vitro fertilization have now placed her in the conversation about women’s 
reproductive rights. Her latest work challenges old definitions of family and offers 
one portrait of a 21st-century, urban, non-nuclear household headed by a woman 
who knowingly chose that path.

New York | Washington DC | London | Paris | Frankfurt | Hong Kong | Shanghai

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP
friedfrank.com

Eleanor and Bob Juceam 
and Fried Frank 
are proud to support the

AmEriCAN immigrAtioN CouNCiL
and congratulate this year’s honorees
on their extraordinary contributions

[  Honoree Biographies  ]

Staceyann Chin
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Jose Antonio Vargas is a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning journalist and the 
founder of Define American, a campaign 
that seeks to elevate the conversation around 
immigration. Vargas is also an undocumented 
immigrant living in New York City.

Vargas arrived in the United States at the age of 12, 
living with his maternal grandparents in a country 
he grew to love and adopt as his own. He did not 
learn of his undocumented status until he turned 
16 and applied for a driver’s license. He kept his status a secret and with the help of 
his friends and teachers, was able to pursue his dream of becoming a journalist. He 
came out as gay in high school in 1999, which he described as being less difficult 
than disclosing his legal status. In 2004, Vargas was hired at the Washington Post 
where he won a Pulitzer Prize in 2008 as part of a breaking news team.

In June, 2011, the New York Times Magazine published a groundbreaking essay he 
wrote in which he revealed and chronicled his life in America as an undocumented 
immigrant, stunning media and political circles and attracting worldwide 
coverage. A year later, he appeared on the cover of TIME magazine with fellow 
undocumented immigrants as part of a follow-up cover story.  He testified at 
a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing this year on immigration reform and is 
currently finishing Documented, a documentary on his undocumented experience.

[  Honoree Biographies  ]

Jose Antonio Vargas

AILA Texas Chapter
(Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma)

Supports the work of:
American Immigration

Council
and congratulates them on 
their outstanding support 
of LGBT immigrants’ rights, 
recognized here tonight at 
the 2013 Annual Benefit:
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AILA NorCal applauds 
the work of the  

American Immigration 
Council 

 

 

AILA New Jersey Chapter 
 

The AILA New Jersey Chapter 

 is proud to support the important 

 work and contributions of the  

American Immigration Council, 

 and congratulates this year’s 

 deserving honorees. 
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The Executive Committee and the Members of 
the Michigan Chapter express their respect and 

gratitude to the AIC for its continuing 
commitment to all AILA members’ excellence in 

execution of outstanding service to AILA. 
 

Patricia J. Sullivan, Chapter Chair 
Robert M. Birach, Vice Chair 

Melanie D. Goldber, Treasurer 
Bushra A. Malik, Secretary 

Congratulations!

LexisNexis® Matthew Bender®

Congratulates 

for its 
OUTSTANDING WORK

on behalf of Immigration.
Thank You. Keep up the Good Work!

AMERICAN IMMIGRATION COUNCIL

LexisNexis and the Knowledge Burst logo are registered trademarks of Reed Elsevier Properties Inc., used under license. 
Matthew Bender is a registered trademark of Matthew Bender Properties Inc.
© 2012 LexisNexis. All rights reserved. OFF02403-0 0512

Congratulations American 
Immigration Council  

for another great year of  
immigration advocacy,  

education, and partnership! 
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The law firm of 
Barst Mukamal 
& Kleiner LLP  
congratulates the 
AIC for its contri-
butions in support 
of reasonable im-
migration policy 
and immigrants. 

www.bmkllp.com 

 

The competition challenges today’s 

young adults to explore the role that 

immigration plays in their lives and 

communities through video and other 

multimedia projects.

Projects should focus on celebrating America as a nation 

of immigrants as well as the immigration’s impact on our 

everyday lives.

The Council Invites 14 -25 Year Olds to Enter  
the 2013 “Change in Motion” Multimedia Contest

For more information visit ChangeinMotionMedia.com.  
Deadline for submissions is 11:59 EST, October 31, 2013.
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The Missouri-Kansas  
Chapter of AILA Proudly  
Supports the Work of the  
American Immigration 

Council and Appreciates the 
Contributions to America of 
All Immigrants, Including 
Tonight's Distinguished  

Honorees. 

 

The AILA DC Chapter, with over 900 member 
attorneys in Washington D.C., Maryland and 

Virginia, is proud to salute the American 
Immigration Council and its outstanding work 

in promoting America as a nation of 
immigrants—past, present and future.  Our 
Chapter takes advantage of its proximity to 
Congress and federal agencies to shape the 

laws governing our immigration system, and 
advocate on behalf of our clients’ needs.  We 
look forward to continuing our partnership 
with AIC in creating an immigration system 

that promotes fairness, inclusiveness and 
freedom. 

On the Web:  ailadc.org 
Facebook:  http://facebook.com/ailachapterdc 
Twitter:  https://twitter.com/AILADCChapter 

 

Zulkie Partners LLC is pleased to support the

The American Immigration Council
and congratulates the Honorees who make us 
proud that America is a Nation of Immigrants

Chicago, IL www.zulkiepartners.com 312.648.2244

AILA Santa Clara Valley 

Chapter is proud to support 

the American Immigration 

Council as it honors 

outstanding members of  

the LGBT community.  

We recognize their 

contributions in preserving 

our heritage as a nation of 

immigrants. 

Federal employees 
can now donate to the 
Council through the 

Combined Federal Campaign!

Remember to  add us during  
the 2013 solicitation period,  

September 1st through 
December 15th.

#30363
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The Council would like to welcome our
incoming Board of Trustee Members:

Anna Marie Gallagher Shareholder, Maggio + Kattar
Allen Orr Founder, Orr Immigration Law Firm

And thank our outgoing Board members for their years  
of exceptional guidance, leadership, and service:

Peter Ashman
Anne Chandler

Matthew I. Hirsch

Lydia Tamez
Drew Wilson
Eleanor Pelta

2013 Fragomen AIC - 5th Proof.pdf   1   5/15/2013   5:31:36 PM
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The AILA AIC India Tour this November is a unique opportunity 
to explore Indian culture and gain a deeper understanding of 
the consular practices of DOS Mission India. AILA and AIC have 
partnered to develop a program that combines international 
exchange with visits to the three main U.S. consulates that handle 
visa applications for your India-based clients. 

Learn about the unique issues and sensitivities in the various 
regions; network with business groups and professionals; and 
meet with U.S. consular officials. Join us this November to build 
bridges, make connections, and discover India!

For pricing, and registration please contact JMisra@immcouncil.org  
or call 202-507-7508.

Explore India


